How formalin affects the outcome of routine and special stains.
The discovery of formaldehyde for preserving tissue structures produced a new dimension in microscopy. Preserving structure and morphology became important; therefore, identifying a proper fixing agent for particular structures, chemical entities, and tissues, also became important. The methods for demonstrating tissue structures evolved and were implemented with careful observation and documentation of the results and outcomes. Formalin was incorporated into many techniques, and provided helpful results in many cases and hindrances in others. The effects of formalin on the outcomes of routine and special staining techniques are reported here.